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articles of personal property which have been
transmitted by will or otherwise through sev-
eral generations.

Hejaz, or Hedjaz, an Arabian kingdom,
formerly a Turkish vilayet, which renounced
its allegiance to Turkey and proclaimed its
independence on June 27, 1916. It extends
along the northern half of the Red Sea coast
from the Gulf of Akaba to s. of Taif, and is
bounded on the n. by Syria, on the s. by
the province of Azir, and on the e. by the
Nefud Desert. It includes the sacred cities of
Mecca, which is its capital, and Medina, and
the seaports of Jidda and Yanbo el Bahr.
It covers a territory of approximately 96,500
sq. miles, with an estimated population of
1,500,000, of which about 250,000 dwell in
the cities, while the rest are nomadic. The
country is for the most part arid and barren,
though fertile valleys occur in the s., and the
grazing of sheep, goats, and camels is car-
ried on to some extent in the n. The Arab
inhabitants have long been known for their
love of independence and on more than one
occasion have caused trouble for the Turkish
government. In June, 1916, the Grand Sheriff
of Mecca, El Hussain ibn AH, revolted against
the Turkish rule, Arabian troops captured
Medina, Taif, Kinfunda, and Jidda, a declar-
ation of independence was issued, and El
Hussain ibn Ali was declared king. The new
kingdom was formally recognized by Great
Britain, Italy, and France early in 1917, The
Arabs rendered valuable assistance to the
Allies in Asia during the Great War, particu-
laily in the capture of a large section of the
Hejaz railroad running parallel with the Red
Sea from Damascus to Medina.

Hejira, or Hegira (Arabic, 'flight'), spe-
cifically, the flight of Mohammed from Mec-
ca to Medina, A.D. 622. The Caliph Omar
(634-44) named the Mohammedan era after
this event, dating it from the first day of the
year in which the flight occurred (July 16).
The years, being purely lunar, are about
eleven days shorter than those of the Christ-
ian era. To convert a date in the Hejira
reckoning into the corresponding date in the
Christian reckoning, multiply the former by
0.970224, and add 621.5774: the whole num-
ber will indicate the year, and the approxi-
mate day will be obtained by multiplying the
decimal by 365.

Hekla, or Hecla, volcanic mountain (5,-
108 ft.) of Iceland, in the s., 70 miles e. of
Reykjavik, Since the ninth century it has
been in frequent eruption.

Hel, in the mythology of the ancient Ger-
manic and Scandinavian races, the goddess of
the lower world and of death. She was hurled
by the All-father into the depths of Niflheim,
where she ruled over those human beings
who died of disease or old age. In the Mid*
die Ages she became confounded with the
kingdom she ruled over, and eventually the
double conception was held to be synonymous
with helL
Helder, a fortress, seaport, and town of
the Netherlands, at the northern extremity of
province of North Holland, at the entrance
to the Zuider Zee, 51 miles n. of Amsterdam.
It is protected against the sea by embank-
ments of Norwegian granite, nearly 5 miles-
long and 30 ft. across the top. At Willemsoord,
close by, are the stores of the Dutch navy
and a naval cadet school. Helder was first
fortified by Napoleon in 1811, and since 1826
has been immensely strengthened by the
Dutch.
Helen, heroine of the Trojan War (See
TROY), was the daughter of Tyndareus and
Leda, and sister of Pollux, Castor, and Cly-
tsemnestra. Her surpassing beauty caused
suitors from all Greece to ask for her hand;
but after Menelaus was chosen, Paris bore
her off to Troy, and hence arose the Trojan
War. After the capture of Troy she returned
to Sparta with Menelaus. Consult Lang's
Helen of Troy.
Helena, city, capital of Montana, county
seat of Lewis and Clark co. It is picturesquely
situated in the Prickly Pear Valley, on the
eastern side of the main range of the Rockies;
at an elevation of 4,108 ft. Prominent build-
ings and public institutions include the State
capitol, Federal building, U. S. assay office, a
public library, auditorium, State Historical
Society, Wesleyan University of Montana,
and Mount St. Charles' College. 'The Gate of
the Mountains,' where the Missouri river
cuts through the main range of the Rockies,
18 miles from Helena, is a point of historical
interest, the Lewis and Clark party having
passed through this picturesque canyon on its
westward journey. Within four miles of the
city the largest Natural Hot Water Springs
in the world are located. Helena is the in-
dustrial and financial center of a region rich
in gold, silver, and iron, and in agricultural
products. It was founded in 1863 by gold
seekers, who mined from the 'Last Chance
Gulch7 (now Main Street) about $35,000,000.
It became the capital of Montana Territory
in 1869; and in 1889, when Montana became